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CHAPTERONE

GodWithUs.

Genesis3:15(NKJV)

15AndIwillputenmitybetweenyouandthewoman,andbetweenyourseedandherSeed;

Heshallbruiseyourhead,andyoushallbruiseHisheel.”

ThissummarizesWHYEXACTLYtheincarnationofJesuswasnecessary.Manhadjustsinned

andwouldreceivetheconsequencesofhisactions—death.

Genesis2:16-17(NKJV)

16AndtheLordGodcommandedtheman,saying,“Ofeverytreeofthegardenyoumayfreely

eat;17butofthetreeoftheknowledgeofgoodandevilyoushallnoteat,forinthedaythatyou

eatofityoushallsurelydie.”

ButGodmakesapromiseofredemption,irrespectiveofman'smisdeeds.Hesays"Iwill."This

portraysthepersonalnatureofthetaskathand;Godwouldn'tsendadelegate,Hewouldcome

BYHIMSELF.Hewouldputenmity(aseparation)betweenmanandthedevil.Sinhadcreateda

bondage

John8:34-36(NKJV)

34Jesusansweredthem,“Mostassuredly,Isaytoyou,whoevercommitssinISASLAVEOF
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SIN.35Andaslavedoesnotabideinthehouseforever,butasonabidesforever.36Therefore

iftheSonmakesyoufree,youshallbefreeindeed.

ManwouldneedtheSon(theSeedofthewoman)tobesethim free.

Now,theOldTestamentScriptures(GenesistoMalachi)aretoexplainhowexactlythisplan

wouldbeexecuted(2Timothy3:15).NoticethatGodtookresponsibilityimmediately;Hewill

save!Thisisnotadecision,likeHe"chose"tosaveus,implyingthatHecouldhavedone

otherwise.No,therewasNOCHOICE—lovewillsaveALWAYS!Sofrom EdentillJesus,the

spiritofprophecykeptindicatingwhatGodwoulddo

1Peter1:10-11(NKJV)

10Ofthissalvationtheprophetshaveinquiredandsearchedcarefully,whoprophesiedofthe

gracethatwouldcometoyou,11searchingwhat,orwhatmanneroftime,theSpiritofChrist

whowasinthem wasindicatingwhenHetestifiedbeforehandthesufferingsofChristandthe

gloriesthatwouldfollow.

TheScripturestestifiedofHim

John5:39(NKJV)

39YousearchtheScriptures,forinthem youthinkyouhaveeternallife;andthesearethey

whichtestifyofMe.

Luke24:25-27(NKJV)

25ThenHesaidtothem,“Ofoolishones,andslowofhearttobelieveinallthattheprophets

havespoken!26OughtnottheChristtohavesufferedthesethingsandtoenterintoHisglory?”

27AndbeginningatMosesandalltheProphets,Heexpoundedtothem inalltheScripturesthe

thingsconcerningHimself.

Luke24:44-45(NKJV)
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44ThenHesaidtothem,“ThesearethewordswhichIspoketoyouwhileIwasstillwithyou,

thatallthingsmustbefulfilledwhichwerewrittenintheLawofMosesandtheProphetsand

thePsalmsconcerningMe.”45AndHeopenedtheirunderstanding,thattheymight

comprehendtheScriptures.

SointheOldTestamentScriptures,wewouldfindforeshadowingsconcerningtheworkof

ChristinRedemption.

Afewinclude:

Deuteronomy18:15-19(NKJV)

15“TheLordyourGodwillraiseupforyouaProphetlikemefrom yourmidst,from your

brethren.Him youshallhear,16accordingtoallyoudesiredoftheLordyourGodinHorebinthe

dayoftheassembly,saying,‘LetmenothearagainthevoiceoftheLordmyGod,norletmesee

thisgreatfireanymore,lestIdie.’

17“AndtheLordsaidtome:‘Whattheyhavespokenisgood.18Iwillraiseupforthem a

Prophetlikeyoufrom amongtheirbrethren,andwillputMywordsinHismouth,andHeshall

speaktothem allthatIcommandHim.19AnditshallbethatwhoeverwillnothearMywords,

whichHespeaksinMyname,Iwillrequireitofhim.

TheSaviourwouldbetheProphetraisedupfrom amongsttheJews.

Genesis22:18(NKJV)

18Inyourseedallthenationsoftheearthshallbeblessed,becauseyouhaveobeyedMy

voice.”

TheSeedhereisexplainedinGalatians3:16astheChrist

Galatians3:16(NKJV)

16NowtoAbraham andhisSeedwerethepromisesmade.Hedoesnotsay,“Andtoseeds,”as
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ofmany,butasofone,“AndtoyourSeed,”whoisChrist.

Justbyreadingthis,evenasanunbeliever,youwouldrealizethatSomeonewasprophecised

aboutwhowouldcometosave.ThisisVERYclear.Hislifetimewasspokenaheadoftime.

Now,whosinned?Itwasman.Whowouldsave?GodandGodalone.HowwouldHedoso?By

becomingaMan,onlythencouldGODsaveMEN—HewouldhavetotakeuponHimselfthe

stateofman.

Ezekiel22:30-31(NKJV)

30SoIsoughtforamanamongthem whowouldmakeawall,andstandinthegapbeforeMe

onbehalfoftheland,thatIshouldnotdestroyit;butIfoundnoone.31ThereforeIhavepoured

outMyindignationonthem;Ihaveconsumedthem withthefireofMywrath;andIhave

recompensedtheirdeedsontheirownheads,”saystheLordGod.

Now,it'skeytonottakeEVERYTHINGherehook,lineandsinker.TheOldTestament

misrepresentedGod'scharacteralot.ItwasneverGoddestroyingbutsin.Deathwasthe

rewardofman'ssin,notapunishmentfrom God!

Romans6:23(NKJV)

23ForthewagesOFSINisdeath,butthegiftOFGODiseternallifeinChristJesusourLord.

Romans5:12(NKJV)

12Therefore,justasthroughonemansinenteredtheworld,andDEATHTHROUGHSIN,and

thusDEATHSPREADtoallmen,becauseALLSINNED

Butanimportantfacttoobserveinthetext(Ezekiel22:30-31)isthataMANwasneededto

preventthedestructionthatcamewithsinandnonewasfound.Hence,Godwouldneedto

becomeaMan.
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IsaiahpropheciesaboutHisincarnationinIsaiah7:14

Isaiah7:14(NKJV)

14ThereforetheLordHimselfwillgiveyouasign:Behold,thevirginshallconceiveandbeara

Son,andshallcallHisnameImmanuel.

"Immanuel"intheHebrewisacompoundnoun.(Compoundwordsinlexicalanalysisarethose

thatarecomposedormadeupoftwoormoreotherwords.Thesewordsserveasthe

fundamentalstemsorrootsofthecompoundword).ItismadeupoftwootherHebrewwords:

"Im"(whichmeans"with,"aterm ofcompanionship)and"el"(God).Soproperly,itmeans"with

usisGod."ThisimpliesaSPECIFICpresence(aswewillseelaterinthisstudy).

InthefirstchapterofMatthew'ssynopticGospel,hequotesfrom thissametext

Matthew1:22-23(NKJV)

22SoallthiswasdonethatitmightbefulfilledwhichwasspokenbytheLordthroughthe

prophet,saying:23“Behold,thevirginshallbewithchild,andbearaSon,andtheyshallcallHis

nameImmanuel,”whichistranslated,“Godwithus.”

Now,theword"with"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekpreposition"meta."Inthe

originallanguage,itcarriestheforceofanafter-effect(achange),thatis,itisbettertranslated

"afterwith."ThisimpliesthatGodWITHmanisnotjustamerepresencebutactuallyGod

AFTERthelikenessofmen.Incontext,GodWITHmanisGODAFTERman—thereisachange

ofstate.

John1echoesthis

John1:1(NKJV)

1InthebeginningwastheWord,andtheWordwaswithGod,andtheWordwasGod.
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"Word"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekword"Logos."Itimpliesathoughtpattern,the

intentbehindwhatwassaid.ThisisinreferencetothefactthatJesusistheLogic(orreason)

ofGodbehindtheScriptures.TheywereinspiredbyGodtobewrittenbecauseofHim.The

"Word"hereisthereforepersonifiedinreferencetoJesusexpressingthethoughtsoftheFather.

"..andtheWordwaswithGod,andtheWordwasGod."

Theword"with"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekword"pros."Contextually,itmeans

"pertainingto."(samewordisusedin2Peter1:3—"pertainto").Thatis,theLogicisabout

(pertainingto)God.

Thenhegoeson:

"..andtheWordwasGod."

ActuallythegrammaticalconstructintheGreekreads:"AndGodwastheWord.""And"here

beingthecopulative"kai"("thatis").SoJohnwasn'tmakingreferencetodifferentpersonalities.

TheWordisGOD.

Now,observeverse14ofthesamechapter

14AndtheWordBECAMEfleshandDWELTAMONGus,andwebeheldHisglory,thegloryasof

theonlybegottenoftheFather,fullofgraceandtruth.

Theword"became"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekword"ginomai."Itmeans

"manifestedas;thatis,tochangecondition,stateorpositionto."So,theWord(whowasGod)

changedHisstatetoflesh(man'sform)

"..anddwelt(skénoó—todwellinatent)among(en—inside,within,intherealm orsphereof)

us,
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ThisisinreferencetoJesus'incarnation;Him "becomingflesh"isHim dwellinginthesame

realm asusi.einabodylikeours.Simplyput,JesusisGodthatbecameaMan.

Hence,Heiscalledthe"onlybegotten"oftheFather

"..andwebeheldHisglory,thegloryasoftheonlybegottenoftheFather,fullofgraceand

truth."

Theterm "onlybegotten"mustbeunderstoodwithintheoverallcontextofthetext(John1).Itis

notinreferencetoconceptionbutincarnation.That'sthediscoursesofar.Thewordtranslated

"onlybegotten"istheGreekword"monogenés."Itmeans"unique,singleofitskind."Referringto

thefactthatbeforeJesus,God'simagewasNEVERvisibletoman.Him being"theSonofGod"

or"onlybegotten"isfigurativeverbiagetoportraytheincarnation.TheJewsunderstoodthis.

John5:18-19(NKJV)

18ThereforetheJewssoughtallthemoretokillHim,becauseHenotonlybroketheSabbath,

butalsosaidTHATGODWASHISFATHER,makingHIMSELFEQUALWITHGOD.19ThenJesus

answeredandsaidtothem,“Mostassuredly,Isaytoyou,theSonCANDONOTHINGOF

HIMSELF,butwhatHeseestheFatherdo;FORWHATEVERHEDOES,theSonALSODOESIN

LIKEMANNER.

Theterms"father"and"son"hadvariedmeaningstotheJewishmind.Theycouldbeusedfor

literalconceptionortodescribeaperfectrepresentationofanother,havingequalstandingand

likeness.Thelatterisimplementedinthiscase.

Theterm "SonofGod"or"onlybegotten"usedtoqualifyJesusistoindicateaoneness,likeness

andperfectrepresentationofGodintheincarnation.

Colossians1:15(NKJV)

15HeisTHEIMAGEOFTHEINVISIBLEGOD,thefirstbornoverallcreation.
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Hebrews1:1-3(NKJV)

1God,whoatvarioustimesandinvariouswaysspokeintimepasttothefathersbythe

prophets,2hasintheselastdaysspokentousbyHisSon,whom Hehasappointedheirofall

things,throughwhom alsoHemadetheworlds;3whobeingtheBRIGHTNESSOFHISGLORY

andtheEXPRESSIMAGEOFHISPERSON,andupholdingallthingsbythewordofHispower,

whenHehadbyHimselfpurgedoursins,satdownattherighthandoftheMajestyonhigh,

So,wecansafelyreplacetheterm "sonofGod"usedtoqualifytheChristwith:"Godbecamea

Man."

ThisshowsusauniquenessabouttheincarnationofJesus.GodhasALWAYSbeenwithHis

people(seeNumbers14:13-14,Numbers16:3,Numbers35:34,Deuteronomy7:21,

Deuteronomy23:14,Joshua22:31,Psalm 46:5-7,Zephaniah3:15,Joel2:27&Numbers11:19-

20).Sothis"beingwith"wouldbeunique—Godwouldtakeupontheverylikenessofmen.

Hewasbornahumanbeing.Hegrewupasahumanbeing&mostimportantly,Hedemystified

everyform ofmisconceptionwhichpreviouslyhadbeenbelievedaboutthecharacterofGod.

John1:18(NKJV)

18NoonehasseenGodatanytime.TheonlybegottenSon,whoisinthebosom oftheFather,

HEHASDECLAREDHIM.

Theword"declared"asusedherewastranslatedfrom theGreekword"exégeomai."Itistheroot

oftheEnglishterm "exegete"and"exegesis."Itmeans"toexplain,unfold,narrate."Thatis,

JesusistheexegesisofGod;Hehasbroughttolightthemostaccuratedescriptionofthe

Father.

Contrarytopopularpresuppositions,GodbecameaManandCOULDstandthepresenceofsin

andsinners.HisearthlymothercarriedHim inherwomb(aholyGodinanunholywomb)

Matthew1:24-25(NKJV)
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24ThenJoseph,beingarousedfrom sleep,didastheangeloftheLordcommandedhim and

tooktohim hiswife,25anddidnotknowhertillshehadbroughtforthherfirstbornSon.Andhe

calledHisnameJesus.

Heatesinner'smeals

Luke19:5-7(NKJV)

5AndwhenJesuscametotheplace,Helookedupandsawhim,andsaidtohim,“Zacchaeus,

makehasteandcomedown,fortodayImuststayatyourhouse.”6Sohemadehasteand

camedown,andreceivedHim joyfully.7Butwhentheysawit,theyallcomplained,saying,“He

hasgonetobeaguestwithamanwhoisasinner.”

Hisclosestfriendsweresinners,Herebukednoneexcepttheself-righteous

Matthew9:10-13(NKJV)

10Nowithappened,asJesussatatthetableinthehouse,thatbehold,manytaxcollectorsand

sinnerscameandsatdownwithHim andHisdisciples.11AndwhenthePhariseessawit,they

saidtoHisdisciples,“WhydoesyourTeachereatwithtaxcollectorsandsinners?”12When

Jesusheardthat,Hesaidtothem,“Thosewhoarewellhavenoneedofaphysician,butthose

whoaresick.13Butgoandlearnwhatthismeans:‘Idesiremercyandnotsacrifice.’ForIdid

notcometocalltherighteous,butsinners,torepentance.”

Luke15:1-2(NKJV)

15ThenallthetaxcollectorsandthesinnersdrewneartoHim tohearHim.2AndthePharisees

andscribescomplained,saying,“ThisManreceivessinnersandeatswiththem.”

Jesuscametoseekthesinner.ReligionisanendlesssearchforGodbutthestoryoftheGospel

isthatGodcametofindmen!

ObservethewomaninLuke7:36-50
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Shewasreferredtoas"asinner"

Luke7:37(NKJV)

37Andbehold,awomaninthecityWHOWASASINNER,whensheknewthatJesussatatthe

tableinthePharisee’shouse,broughtanalabasterflaskoffragrantoil,

Biblescholarshavearguedthattheword"sinner"("hamartólos"intheGreek)usedtoqualifyher

impliesthatshewasawellknownprostituteinIsraelatthetimewhilesomesaythatitmeant

shewasaGentile(theGentileswerecalled"sinners"&"uncircumcised"bytheJews)

Eitherway,thetextclearlypointstoadetestabletrait/conductthatwasobvioustothepeople,

YETshestoodinHispresenceandwasnotconsumedby"fieryindignation."Shereceived

forgivenesswithoutANYbloodoffering.ThiscontradictstheOldTestamentpractices.Amazing!

Jesushadsuchanintimaterelationshipwithsinners.EVERYONEHehealedinHisearthy

ministryweresinners.Hewascontagiousloveinmotion.Thewomanwiththeissueofblood

(Mark5:25-34)wasalreadycondemnedbytheLaw(Leviticus15:19-30).Inherdays,havingbled

for12years,shewouldhavebeenreferredtoasa"niddah"—aterm usedbytheJewsto

describeaceremoniallyuncleanwoman.Everythingandeveryoneshetouchedwouldbe

pronounceduncleanaswell.ButsheheardofJesus,notthelaws.SheheardofHim whoheals

andforgivesFREELYwithoutanyconditions.ShetouchedthisSAMEGodwhosupposedlygave

thosediscriminantlawsinthefirstplaceandinsteadofpunishment,shewasmadeclean!

UndertheLaw,shewassupposedtomakeHim uncleanbysodoingbutrather,shecaughtHis

cleanliness!

WeseeJesusforgivepeoplefreelywithoutneedinganofferingofbloodsacrifices(Matthew9:1

-7,Luke7:48,Luke5:20)

JesusshowedussomethingVERYkey—GodNEVERneededanofferingtoforgiveman!His

naturewillforgivefreely!
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InJohn8:1-2,Headvocatesforawomancaughtinadultery.AccordingtotheLawthatHewas

thoughttohavegiven,sheshouldhavebeenstoned!JesusrevealedHimselftohumanity

withoutanysacrificeorHighPriest.ManNEVERneededthattoapproachHim!Godbecamea

Mananddweltamongstsinnersandtheywerenotdestroyed.Theywereloved,healedand

forgiveninstead!

NotealsothatJesuswasFULLYman.Hewasnotputtingupafacade.HewasactuallyFLESH

inEVERYramification.

Hebecamefleshandblood

Hebrews2:14(NKJV)

14InasmuchthenasthechildrenhavepartakenofFLESHANDBLOOD,HEHIMSELFLIKEWISE

SHAREDINTHESAME,thatthroughdeathHemightdestroyhim whohadthepowerofdeath,

thatis,thedevil,

Hewastempted

Hebrews4:18(NKJV)

18ForinthatHeHimselfhassuffered,beingtempted,Heisabletoaidthosewhoaretempted.

Jesusslept

Mark4:38(NKJV)

38ButHewasinthestern,asleeponapillow.AndtheyawokeHim andsaidtoHim,“Teacher,

doYounotcarethatweareperishing?”

AlthoughGoddoesn'tsleep.
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Psalm 121:4(NKJV)

4Behold,HewhokeepsIsraelshallneitherslumbernorsleep.

HemadeHimselfsovulnerablebecauseofus.HetookuponHimselfALLofourqualities.He

wasomniscientasGod(Jeremiah23:24,Psalm 33:13-15,Psalm 44:20-21).ButasaMan,He

neededtobetoldcertainthings(John11:1-4).JesusputasideHisdietyinordertosaveMan.

HewasCOMPLETELYMan.Itwasnotanact.

Philippians2:5-8(NKJV)

5LetthismindbeinyouwhichwasalsoinChristJesus,6who,beingintheform ofGod,didnot

consideritrobberytobeequalwithGod,7butmadeHimselfofnoreputation,takingtheform of

abondservant,andcominginthelikenessofmen.8Andbeingfoundinappearanceasaman,

HehumbledHimselfandbecameobedienttothepointofdeath,eventhedeathofthecross.

Thephrase"consideritrobbery"(asusedinverse6)istranslatedfrom theGreekword

"harpagmos."ItsimplymeansthatHedidnotretaintoequalitywithGod;Hedidn'tclingtothe

benefitsofsame.

Theword"equal"is"isos"intheGreek.Itmeans"equivalent,identicalto."Jesus,asaMan,did

notretainHisidentityasGod.

Vs.7

7butmadeHimselfofnoreputation,takingtheform ofabondservant,andcominginthe

likenessofmen.

Thephrase"ofnoreputation"asusedherecarriestheideaintheGreekof"deprivingofcontent,

renderingvoid,valueless,withoutrecognition."
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JesuslaidasideHisequalitywithGod.HestripedHimselfofHis"God-ness."Godbecame

manifestintheflesh!

1Timothy3:16(NKJV)

16Andwithoutcontroversygreatisthemysteryofgodliness:

Godwasmanifestedintheflesh,justifiedintheSpirit,seenbyangels,preachedamongthe

Gentiles,believedonintheworld,receivedupinglory.

Godpromised(inGenesis)andHewouldfulfillHispromise—asaMan!Jesusisnot"theSonof

God"inthemannermaythinktoday.ThattitlesimplymeansthatHeconfinedHimselftothe

sphereofmen—thatwasGod!

2Peter1:1(NKJV)

1SimonPeter,abondservantandapostleofJesusChrist,

TothosewhohaveobtainedlikepreciousfaithwithusbytherighteousnessofourGodAND

SaviorJesusChrist:

Titus2:13(NKJV)

13lookingfortheblessedhopeandgloriousappearingofourgreatGodANDSaviorJesus

Christ,

ApplyingGranvilleSharp's"kai"ruletotheabovetexts,werealizethattheauthorswerenot

referringtotwodifferentpersonalitiesi.eGodANDthenSaviour(aconjunction).Theword"and"

asusedinbothtextsistranslatedfrom theGreekword"kai."Thiswordcarriesadualfunction

intheGreek:conjunctionandcopulation.

Asaconjunction,itseparatestwodistinctentities.Butasacopulative,"kai"istolinktwosame

entitiestogether.Inthiscase,itwouldbebetterrenderedas"thatis,whichis,whois,even"

(furtherexplainingthepreviouslymentioned).Thelatteristhecaseforbothtexts.
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Hence,theyarebetterput:

2Peter1:1

1SimonPeter,abondservantandapostleofJesusChrist,

TothosewhohaveobtainedlikepreciousfaithwithusbytherighteousnessofGodWHOISour

SaviorJesusChrist

Titus2:13

13lookingfortheblessedhopeandgloriousappearingofourgreatGodWHOISOURSavior

JesusChrist,

DescribingtheSaviourasourgreatGod!ThisSaviourisJesusChristwhoisGodthatbecamea

Man.

JesusisidentifiedasaManingenealogy(Matthew1:1-17).ThisgenealogyistopointtoHis

humanityastheSeedofthewoman.Ifmenarebeingcounted,Jesuswouldbeaswell—Heisa

Man!

Romans8:3(NKJV)

3Forwhatthelawcouldnotdointhatitwasweakthroughtheflesh,GoddidbysendingHis

ownSoninthelikenessofsinfulflesh,onaccountofsin:Hecondemnedsinintheflesh,

The"likenessofsinfulflesh"reflectshishumanity.

Acts2:22(NKJV)

22“MenofIsrael,hearthesewords:JesusofNazareth,aManattestedbyGodtoyouby
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miracles,wonders,andsignswhichGoddidthroughHim inyourmidst,asyouyourselvesalso

know—

"Man"hereis"aner"intheGreek.Itmeans"afellow(someonelikeyou)."

Acts17:31(NKJV)

31becauseHehasappointedadayonwhichHewilljudgetheworldinrighteousnessbythe

Manwhom Hehasordained.HehasgivenassuranceofthistoallbyraisingHim from the

dead.”

"Man"hereisthesameword"aner."JesusisaMan!ThereisABSOLUTELYNOTHINGyouwill

seeinmanthatwouldn'tbeseeninHim.

NoticeJesuswascalledaManbothinHisincarnationandHisResurrection—Godcannotbe

resurrected,onlyman.SoJesusresurrectedasaMan.

Jesusalsofollowedthedueprocessofgrowth.

Hegrewinwisdom

Luke2:51-52(NKJV)

51ThenHewentdownwiththem andcametoNazareth,andwassubjecttothem,butHis

motherkeptallthesethingsinherheart.52AndJesusincreasedinwisdom andstature,andin

favorwithGodandmen.

HewasattheTempleaskingquestions
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Luke2:46(NKJV)

46NowsoitwasthatafterthreedaystheyfoundHim inthetemple,sittinginthemidstofthe

teachers,bothlisteningtothem andaskingthem questions.

Hewashungryandthirsted

John4:7-8(NKJV)

7AwomanofSamariacametodrawwater.Jesussaidtoher,“GiveMeadrink."8ForHis

discipleshadgoneawayintothecitytobuyfood.

Hefelttired

John4:6(NKJV)

6NowJacob’swellwasthere.Jesustherefore,beingweariedfrom Hisjourney,satthusbythe

well.Itwasaboutthesixthhour.

Hewept

John11:35(NKJV)

35Jesuswept.

Hewassurprised

Matthew6:6(NKJV)

6AndHemarveledbecauseoftheirunbelief.ThenHewentaboutthevillagesinacircuit,

teaching.
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Histemptationwasreal(Matthew4:1-11&Luke4:1-13)

ItwasatemptationbecauseHehadanoption,ifallHecoulddowasright,thenHewasnota

Man.

Jesushadthecapacitytodowrong,althoughHewasGod

Hebrews4:15(NKJV)

15ForwedonothaveaHighPriestwhocannotsympathizewithourweaknesses,butwasinall

pointstemptedasweare,yetwithoutsin.

TemptationiscommontoMAN

1Corinthians10:13(NKJV)

13Notemptationhasovertakenyouexceptsuchasiscommontoman;butGodisfaithful,who

willnotallowyoutobetemptedbeyondwhatyouareable,butwiththetemptationwillalso

makethewayofescape,thatyoumaybeabletobearit.

Jesushadthewillofaman.Heprayed,Goddoesn't.

Luke5:16(NKJV)

16SoHeHimselfoftenwithdrewintothewildernessandprayed.

John11:41-42(NKJV)

41Thentheytookawaythestonefrom theplacewherethedeadmanwaslying.AndJesus

liftedupHiseyesandsaid,“Father,IthankYouthatYouhaveheardMe.42AndIknowthatYou

alwayshearMe,butbecauseofthepeoplewhoarestandingbyIsaidthis,thattheymaybelieve

thatYousentMe.”
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ThatmeansthatALLHissufferingforhumanitywasaproductofHisownwill.WhatJesusdid

wascalledobedience(Romans5:19).Obedienceshowsanactofyourwill.Itwasplannedthat

Hewoulddie(God'sintentinsalvation).ButasaMan,toshowHishumanity,Hehadawill.His

yieldedHiswilltoGod'splan.

AgaininHebrews5:5-8(NKJV)

5SoalsoChristdidnotglorifyHimselftobecomeHighPriest,butitwasHewhosaidtoHim:

“YouareMySon,

TodayIhavebegottenYou.”

6AsHealsosaysinanotherplace:

“Youareapriestforever

AccordingtotheorderofMelchizedek”;

7who,inthedaysofHisflesh,whenHehadofferedupprayersandsupplications,with

vehementcriesandtearstoHim whowasabletosaveHim from death,andwasheardbecause

ofHisgodlyfear,8thoughHewasaSon,yetHelearnedobediencebythethingswhichHe

suffered.

Hissacrificewascalled"obedience."

Now,obediencetowhat?

SeeMatthew5:17-18

Matthew5:17-18(NKJV)
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17“DonotthinkthatIcametodestroytheLawortheProphets.Ididnotcometodestroybutto

fulfill.18Forassuredly,Isaytoyou,tillheavenandearthpassaway,onejotoronetittlewillby

nomeanspassfrom thelawtillallisfulfilled.

Theword"fulfill"(asusedinvs.17)istranslatedfrom theGreekword"pléroó."Itmeans"to

carryoutatask(requirement),todischargeanobligation."

JesuscametofulfilltheOldTestamentScriptures(thatis,GenesistoMalachi).Hishumanity

wastofulfilltheLawandtheProphetsasaMan.Jesusiscalledthe"Logos"(John1:1—

Reason)behindtheScriptures.Heprecedesthem,theywerewrittenbecauseofHim.

ALLthatJesusdidwerespokenofalready

Hisbirth(Matthew2:16,John7:42)waspreplanned(Micah5:2)

TheVirginbirth(Matthew1:20-23)fulfilledIsaiah7:14&Isaiah9:6-7

Him inEgypt(Matthew2:14-15)fulfilledHosea11:1

Themassacreofchildren(Matthew2:16-18)wouldhappeninHisbirthplace(Jeremiah31:15)

AtHisbaptism,HewasdeclaredtheSonofGod.

Matthew3:17(NKJV)

17Andsuddenlyavoicecamefrom heaven,saying,“ThisisMybelovedSon,inwhom Iam well

pleased.”

Goddidnotneedtospeakfrom Heaven,infact,therewasNOGodinHeaven.Hewasonthe
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EarthasaMan—ChristJesus.

So,whathappened?

GodalreadysaidsointheScriptures

Matthew3:17wasafulfilmentof1Chronicles17:13&1Chronicles22:10.

ThesupernaturalaffirmationoftheChristasthebelovedSonwasALREADYpreplannedbythe

powerofGodintheHolyScriptures.

JustlikeHisentirelifetimewasALREADYpreplanned.

JesuswouldbringlighttotheGentiles(Matthew4:13-16).ThiswasprophesiedalreadyinIsaiah

9:1-2.

EvenHim speakinginparables(Matthew13:10-15,34-35)wasprophesiedinPsalm 78:2-4,

Isaiah6:9-10)

LittlechildrenpraisingHim (inMatthew21:15-16)wasprophesiedinPsalm 8:2

ThethingsHesaid,didandwhathappenedaroundHim wereALLtofulfillScriptures.

NoticethatasaMan,Heneededtobeanointed

Acts10:38(NKJV)

38howGodanointedJesusofNazarethwiththeHolySpiritandwithpower,whowentabout
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doinggoodandhealingallwhowereoppressedbythedevil,forGodwaswithHim.

HowdidGodanointHim?BysimplyspeakingintheHolyScripturesaboutthat.

Theword"Messiah"means"AnointedOne."BycallingJesus"theMessiah"intheOldTestament,

HefulfilledtherealityinHisincarnation.

InLuke1:26-38,theangelbroughtreportofJesus'birthtoMary.Now,itiskeytonotethatthe

angelwasn'tbringing"hotnews."HewassimplyreiteratingwhatGodhadsaidalreadyabout

HisincarnationintheWord.

Now,observevs.37

Luke1:37(NKJV)

37ForwithGodnothingwillbeimpossible.”

"Nothing"hereincontextreferstowhatwassaidearlierinvs.30-33(theincarnationofJesus

Christ)

Theword"nothing"wastranslatedfrom theGreekword"rhéma."Itreferstowhatisspoken.

"Impossible"is"adunateó"intheGreek.Itmeans"weak,lackingstrengthorability."

So,thebetterrenditionfrom theGreekshouldhavebeen:

NowordspokenbyGodlacksstrengthorabilitytoaccomplishwhatHesays.
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Isaiah55:10(NKJV)

10“Forastheraincomesdown,andthesnowfrom heaven,anddonotreturnthere,butwater

theearth,andmakeitbringforthandbud,thatitmaygiveseedtothesowerandbreadtothe

eater,11SoshallMywordbethatgoesforthfrom Mymouth;itshallnotreturntoMevoid,butit

shallaccomplishwhatIplease,anditshallprosperinthethingforwhichIsentit.

InGod'sWordisabilitytoaccomplishwhatitsays;Goddoesn'tneedtocauseittohappen,what

HesayshaspowerINITSELF!

TheOldTestamentScripturescontainutterancesaboutwhatGodwoulddoasaMan.

ItisnotasthoughGodwasinHeavenaccomplishing/orcausingthingstohappenthrough

Christ.That'snotwhatwashappening!GodwasONtheEarththewholetime.Goddidnotlack

abilitytodoanythingasMan;HisWordwhichHehadspokenaboutHimselfbeforehandwas

whatwasbeingaccomplished.HisWordswereaccomplishingthemselves!Hewassimply

fulfillingthem.From HisincarnationtoHisResurrection,Jesuswasdischargingobligationby

obedience.

MantriedtoobeytheScripturesbutHecouldn't.Why?Becausetheywerenotforhim toobey;

theywereforJESUStoobey.

Romans5:19(NKJV)

19Forasbyoneman’sdisobediencemanyweremadesinners,soalsobyoneMan’sobedience

manywillbemaderighteous.

JesuslivedinobedienceFORus;Hisobediencewasours!

Paulgotthisfrom Isaiah53:4
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Isaiah53:4,11(NKJV)

4SurelyHehasborneourgriefsandcarriedOURsorrows;yetweesteemedHim stricken,

smittenbyGod,andafflicted.

So,intheworkofChristisasubstitution.Hetakesourplace.
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CHAPTERTWO

TheMiracleofRedemption.

AsaMan,JesushadaroletoplayandthatwouldbetosaveHispeoplefrom theirsins

Matthew1:20-21(NKJV)

20Butwhilehethoughtaboutthesethings,behold,anangeloftheLordappearedtohim ina

dream,saying,“Joseph,sonofDavid,donotbeafraidtotaketoyouMaryyourwife,forthat

whichisconceivedinherisoftheHolySpirit.21AndshewillbringforthaSon,andyoushall

callHisnameJesus,forHewillsaveHispeoplefrom theirsins.”

NoticeHisfunctionisspecific;Hewillsavefrom sin!ThatisthedutyoftheSaviour.

ChristmasmakessensebecauseHecameandsucceededintheplanofRedemption.Insame,

Hisgreatloveforusisrevealed

Romans5:8(NKJV)

8ButGoddemonstratesHisownlovetowardus,inthatwhilewewerestillsinners,Christdied

forus.

JesusbecameaManforthesolepurposeoftakingtheconsequenceofoursin—death.

Hewentthroughterriblesufferingsphysically.
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Matthew27:30-31(NKJV)

30ThentheyspatonHim,andtookthereedandstruckHim onthehead.31Andwhentheyhad

mockedHim,theytooktherobeoffHim,putHisownclothesonHim,andledHim awaytobe

crucified.

Now,itisquiteeasytogetengrossedwiththesufferingsofChrist(thespitting,beatingand

mockery)thatyoulosesightofwhatreallymatters.Remember,sinhadmaninHisdominion;

onlyapaymentoflifewouldeffectarelease.

GodhadtobecomeaMan(Jesus)inordertopaythatransom.Sindemandeddeath,first

spirituallythenphysically.

Genesis2:16-17(NKJV)

16AndtheLordGodcommandedtheman,saying,“Ofeverytreeofthegardenyoumayfreely

eat;17butofthetreeoftheknowledgeofgoodandevilyoushallnoteat,forinthedaythatyou

eatofityoushallsurelydie.”

Now,whenAdam sinned,hedied.WheredidHedie?Inhisspiriti.esinwasintroducedintohis

spirit.THATwasthedeathGodreferredtoinGenesis2:17.Itcouldnotbephysicalbecausewe

seeAdam live930afterhedisobeyedGod(Genesis5:5).Hence,thedeathGodreferredtowas

spiritual—physicaldeathwasjustaby-product.

So,thismeansthatthephysicaldeathofJesusALONE(Him dyingontheCross)couldnothave

savedmankind.Infact,itwasirrelevantifHedidnotdiespirituallyfirsti.eHewasmadesinfor

us.Soreally,itwasnotthephysicaleventsthatsavedusbutthespiritual.

Isaiahexplainsitthus

Isaiah53:9(NKJV)
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9AndtheymadeHisgravewiththewicked—butwiththerichatHisdeath,becauseHehad

donenoviolence,norwasanydeceitinHismouth.

"Death"hereis"ba-mō-tāw"intheHebrew.Itisactuallyintheplural.Hence,itshouldread"But

withtherichatHisdeaths."(Jamieson-Fausset-BrownBibleCommentary)*

Jesusdiedmorethanonce,from whatweseeinGenesis2:17;firstspirituallythenphysically.

Now,HOW didJesusdiespiritually?

2Corinthians5:21tellsus

2Corinthians5:21(NKJV)

21ForHemadeHim whoknewnosintobesinforus,thatwemightbecometherighteousness

ofGodinHim.

AttheCross,Jesusbecamesinforus.Atthatmoment,hesubmittedHimselftotheauthorityof

sinanddeath.ThenHediedbodily.

John19:30(NKJV)

30SowhenJesushadreceivedthesourwine,Hesaid,“Itisfinished!”AndbowingHishead,He

gaveupHisspirit.

Nowthisdoesnotqualifytobecalled"thefinishedworksofChrist."Thatwouldbereadingour

meaningintowhatwassaid.JesusdidnotfulfillALLattheCross.Infact,theworkhasjust

begun.TheCrosscannotbethefinalplaceofRedemption

1Corinthians15:3-4(NKJV)
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3ForIdeliveredtoyoufirstofallthatwhichIalsoreceived:thatChristdiedforoursins

accordingtotheScriptures,4andthatHewasburied,andthatHeroseagainthethirdday

accordingtotheScriptures,

"Accordingto"means"inagreementwith."Jesuswasn'tburiedneitherwasHeraisedonthe

Cross.Thephrase"Itisfinished"(inJohn19:30)isrelative.AllthatwasspokenaboutTHIS(the

Cross,Him fulfillingthesacrificesoftheOldTestamentandforeverendingthem)is

accomplished.

—WhenJesuswastempted,itwasfinished(everythingconcerningTHATwasaccomplished)

—WhenHehealedthesick,itwasfinished.

—WhenHewasbetrayed,itwasfinishedetc.

HewassimplyfulfillingScriptures!

JesusgoestotheCrosstofulfillONEofMANYthings.OntheCross,HefulfilledScriptures("It

isfinished")butnotALLtheScriptures.Jesus'deathontheCrossisnotenough,Hewouldneed

tobeburiedandresurrectedagaininordertoactually"finish"Redemption.Also,itisHis

spiritualdeath(Him becomingsin)thatsaves,notHisphysicaldeath.Severalpeoplehaddied

PHYSICALLYbeforeJesus,theycouldaswellhavequalifiedasourSaviourifphysicaldeathis

allthatwasneeded.

Now,afterJesusdiesphysically,wheredoesHego?

ItcannotbeHeaven.HeisspirituallydeadandspirituallydeadpeopledonotgotoHeaven.

Luke23:39-43(NKJV)
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39ThenoneofthecriminalswhowerehangedblasphemedHim,saying,“IfYouaretheChrist,

saveYourselfandus.”40Buttheother,answering,rebukedhim,saying,“Doyounotevenfear

God,seeingyouareunderthesamecondemnation?41Andweindeedjustly,forwereceivethe

duerewardofourdeeds;butthisManhasdonenothingwrong.”42ThenhesaidtoJesus,“Lord,

remembermewhenYoucomeintoYourkingdom.”

43AndJesussaidtohim,“Assuredly,Isaytoyou,todayyouwillbewithMeinParadise.”

Verse43seemstoimplythatJesusmeantthatthecriminalwouldbewithhim THATDAYin

Heaven("Paradise").Butgoingbacktotheoriginalshelpstoclearupeverymisconception.

Theword"today"(usedinvs.43)istranslatedfrom theGreekword"sémeron."Itmeans"now;

thispresentmoment."

So,thetextisbetterrendered:

43AndJesussaidtohim,“Assuredly,Isaytoyounow,youwillbewithMeinParadise.”

ReferringtoafuturepromiseaftertheResurrection,notapresentmomentfact.Jesuswould

notgotoParadiseIMMEDIATELY.

Thenextquestionwouldbe:WherethendidJesusgo?

WhereJesuswouldgowouldbeHisfirstorspiritualburial.Hissecond/physicalburialwasin

JosephofArimathea'stomb(Matthew27:57-61).

So,therearethreedaysandnightswhichthefourGospelaccounts(Matthew,Mark,Luke&

John)veilfrom view.Inthosedays,JesusisfulfillingScriptures.Thatmeansthatwewillfind

whereJesuswenttointheScriptures(GenesistoMalachi)
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JesusgivesusaleadonthisinMatthew12:38-40

Matthew12:38-40(NKJV)

39ButHeansweredandsaidtothem,“Anevilandadulterousgenerationseeksafterasign,and

nosignwillbegiventoitexceptthesignoftheprophetJonah.40ForasJonahwasthreedays

andthreenightsinthebellyofthegreatfish,sowilltheSonofManbethreedaysandthree

nightsintheheartoftheearth.

"Heartoftheearth"heredoesnotrefertothesepulchre.Jesusisgivingusapointer.Wewill

findwhereHewentinJonah.

Jonah2:1-2(NKJV)

2ThenJonahprayedtotheLordhisGodfrom thefish’sbelly.2Andhesaid:

“IcriedouttotheLordbecauseofmyaffliction,

AndHeansweredme.

“OutofthebellyofSheolIcried,andYouheardmyvoice.

"Sheol"inHebrewrefersto"theplaceofthedead."

Jonahwasinthewhale'sbellybutbytheSpiritofprophecy,Hespeaksout/testifiesconcerning

theChrist—Jesuswouldgototheplaceofthedead.

Peter,usingJesus'teachingduringthe40days,explainswhathappenedinthethreedays.

Acts2:25-33(NKJV)
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25ForDavidsaysconcerningHim:

‘IforesawtheLordalwaysbeforemyface,

ForHeisatmyrighthand,thatImaynotbeshaken.

26Thereforemyheartrejoiced,andmytonguewasglad;

Moreovermyfleshalsowillrestinhope.

27ForYouwillnotleavemysoulinHades,

NorwillYouallowYourHolyOnetoseecorruption.

28Youhavemadeknowntomethewaysoflife;

YouwillmakemefullofjoyinYourpresence.’

29“Menandbrethren,letmespeakfreelytoyouofthepatriarchDavid,thatheisbothdeadand

buried,andhistombiswithustothisday.30Therefore,beingaprophet,andknowingthatGod

hadswornwithanoathtohim thatofthefruitofhisbody,accordingtotheflesh,Hewould

raiseuptheChristtositonhisthrone,31he,foreseeingthis,spokeconcerningtheresurrection

oftheChrist,thatHissoulwasnotleftinHades,nordidHisfleshseecorruption.32ThisJesus

Godhasraisedup,ofwhichweareallwitnesses.33Thereforebeingexaltedtotherighthandof

God,andhavingreceivedfrom theFatherthepromiseoftheHolySpirit,Hepouredoutthis

whichyounowseeandhear.

HissoulwenttoHades(hell)

Paulalsoin

Romans10:6-7(NKJV)

6Buttherighteousnessoffaithspeaksinthisway,“Donotsayinyourheart,‘Whowillascend

intoheaven?’”(thatis,tobringChristdownfrom above)7or,“‘Whowilldescendintothe

abyss?’”(thatis,tobringChristupfrom thedead).



34

"Abyss"hereistranslatedelsewhereas"bottomlesspit"(Revelation9:1,11:7&20:1),believed

bytheJewstobethereceptacleofthedead.

AndinEphesians4:8-9

Ephesians4:8-9(NKJV)

8ThereforeHesays:

“WhenHeascendedonhigh,

Heledcaptivitycaptive,

Andgavegiftstomen.”

9(Nowthis,“Heascended”—whatdoesitmeanbutthatHealsofirstdescendedintothelower

partsoftheearth?

Jesusdescendedintotheplaceofthedead("thelowestpartsoftheearth")forus.WhenJesus

diedbodily,HisSpiritwascarriedtotheplacewherethesinner'sspiritgoeswhenhedies.This

wasHisfirstburial.Thespiritualburialwhichsavedus.Hewenttohellinourplace.

ButnoticesomethingsalientwhichJesussaysbeforeHediesphysically.

Luke23:46(NKJV)

46AndwhenJesushadcriedoutwithaloudvoice,Hesaid,“Father,‘intoYourhandsIcommit

Myspirit.’”Havingsaidthis,HebreathedHislast.

Heisquotingfrom Psalm 31:5.



35

Psalm 31:5(NKJV)

5IntoYourhandIcommitmyspirit;

Youhaveredeemedme,OLordGodoftruth.

HeisfulfillingScripture.

Theword"hands"usedinLuke23:46istranslatedfrom theGreekword"cheiras,"thepluralform

of"cheir."Now,itwasusedintheNewTestamentportionoftheBiblebothliterally(see

Matthew5:30,8:15,9:18,9:25,12:10,13&26:23)andfiguratively.

Figuratively,itreferstoaninstrumenti.esomethingapersonusestoaccomplishtheirpurpose

(intentionorplan).Itreferstoability.

Weseetheword"cheir"usedinthismannerinGalatians3:19.

Galatians3:19(NKJV)

19Whatpurposethendoesthelawserve?Itwasaddedbecauseoftransgressions,tilltheSeed

shouldcometowhom thepromisewasmade;anditwasappointedthroughangelsbythehand

ofamediator.

MoseswastheinstrumentbywhichtheLawwasgiven.

So,backtoLuke23:46.Jesusissaying,"IcommitmyspiritintoYourability(whatyouusetoget

thingsdone).

Now,whatisJesusreferringto?

Isaiah55:10-11(NKJV)



36

10“Forastheraincomesdown,andthesnowfrom heaven,anddonotreturnthere,butwater

theearth,andmakeitbringforthandbud,thatitmaygiveseedtothesowerandbreadtothe

eater,11SoshallMywordbethatgoesforthfrom Mymouth;itshallnotreturntoMevoid,butit

shallaccomplishwhatIplease,anditshallprosperinthethingforwhichIsentit.

ThewordofGod!Particularly,thepromisesintheScripturesconcerningHisResurrection!So

althoughGodASAMAN(ChristJesus)isnowundercapitulationtosinanddeath,HisWord

remainspotent.TheWordofGodhasenoughpowertodowhatitsayseventhoughGodisnot

there!TheWordofGod(Hisutterances)isjustASPOWERFULasGodHimself!That'stheword

ofpower!SoalthoughJesuswillgototheplaceofthedead(hell)astheransom forsin,Heis

notleftdefenseless!HehastheWord!

Jesusissaying,"IentrusttheoutcomeofthingstowhatIhavealreadysaidaboutMyselfinthe

Word(theScriptures)!"

Hence,theterm "Father"usedbyJesushereisinreferencetoafunction(God,whobeforehand

hadspoken).SoJesusdiesspiritually(Hebecomessinforus)andHisSpiritgoestohellthree

daysandthreenightstopaytheransom forman'ssin.

Now,observethatJesusdidnotgotohellasaVictorbutasavictim.HewentinOURplace.

Sin'sholdendsinhell,thatwasthefullnessoftheransom,soHewentthere.Him goingtohell

isHim completingtheransom forus.Inhell,Jesusborethefullwrathofsininourplace.Sin

ravagedhim,threedaysandthreenights.ThetormentisrecordedinPsalm 22&Isaiah53.He

wasafflicted.

WhilstJesuswassufferingforusinhell,whatwasHedoing?

WhatHealwaysdid.HekepttheWordonHislips.Remember,allthewordsJesussaidwere

alreadyspokenaheadofHim.God,asaMan(Jesus),keptsayingwhatHehadsaidabout

HimselfasGod.HekeptspeakingaboutHisResurrection.Psalm 16:10-11tellustheexact

wordshesaid

Psalm 16:10-11(NKJV)
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10ForYouwillnotleavemysoulinSheol,

NorwillYouallowYourHolyOnetoseecorruption.

11Youwillshowmethepathoflife;

InYourpresenceisfullnessofjoy;

AtYourrighthandarepleasuresforevermore.

Now,Romans8tellsus

Romans8:11(NKJV)

11ButiftheSpiritofHim whoraisedJesusfrom thedeaddwellsinyou,HewhoraisedChrist

from thedeadwillalsogivelifetoyourmortalbodiesthroughHisSpiritwhodwellsinyou.

ItsaysthatitwastheSpiritwhoraisedChristfrom thedead.

Romans6:4(NKJV)

4ThereforewewereburiedwithHim throughbaptism intodeath,thatjustasChristwasraised

from thedeadbythegloryoftheFather,evensowealsoshouldwalkinnewnessoflife.

Here,PaulsaysthatitwasthegloryoftheFatherthatraisedHim.

Ephesians1:19-21(NKJV)

19andwhatistheexceedinggreatnessofHispowertowarduswhobelieve,accordingtothe

workingofHismightypower20whichHeworkedinChristwhenHeraisedHim from thedead

andseatedHim atHisrighthandintheheavenlyplaces,21faraboveallprincipalityandpower

andmightanddominion,andeverynamethatisnamed,notonlyinthisagebutalsointhat

whichistocome.

Godusedtheexceedinggreatness(all)ofHispowertoraiseHim.
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Ephesians2:4-6(NKJV)

4ButGod,whoisrichinmercy,becauseofHisgreatlovewithwhichHelovedus,5evenwhen

weweredeadintrespasses,madeusalivetogetherwithChrist(bygraceyouhavebeensaved),

6andraisedusuptogether,andmadeussittogetherintheheavenlyplacesinChristJesus,

GodmadeHim aliveandusbyidentificationwithHim.

Now,observe1Peter1:10-11

1Peter1:10-11(NKJV)

10Ofthissalvationtheprophetshaveinquiredandsearchedcarefully,whoprophesiedofthe

gracethatwouldcometoyou,11searchingwhat,orwhatmanneroftime,theSpiritofChrist

whowasinthem wasindicatingwhenHetestifiedbeforehandthesufferingsofChristandthe

gloriesthatwouldfollow.

TheSpiritofChrist(whichincontextreferstothespiritofprophecy)thatwasupontheOld

TestamentprophetstestifiedbeforehandthesufferingsofChristandthegloriesthatwould

follow—thatis,Hisdeath,burialandsubsequentlyHisResurrection.So,allthatwassaid(their

utterancesandprophecies)wasaboutthis—theSpiritinspiredwhatwaswritten.

2Timothy3:16(NKJV)

16AllScriptureisgivenbyinspirationofGod,andisprofitablefordoctrine,forreproof,for

correction,forinstructioninrighteousness,

Hence,theycarryabilityallbythemselves.InthewordsGodsaidaboutHimselfwasabilityto

accomplishallthatHesays.So,theScripturesonJesus'lipswasthepowerthatresurrected

Him!

TheSpiritraisedChristinthesensethatHeinspiredthewordsHewassayinginhell.Jesusdid
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notneedextraabilitybeyondthatwhichwaspresentinwhatHewassaying.Jesus,according

totheScriptures,wouldnotbeleftinhell.Godsaidit,theSpiritinspiredmentowrite(document

itintheHolyScriptures)&Hesimplyreliedonit.

The"Trinity"areinperfectsyncinRedemption—OneGod,performingTHREEdistinctfunctions

inordertoaccomplishtheworkofsalvation.ALLtheScripturesspokeaboutJesus,Godput

ALLHiscommitmenttoensuringthatALLwouldcometopass.ThisisALLpower!(Ephesians

1:19-20).

God'swisdom insalvationisthis:

Sindemandeddeathastheransom forman,GodprovidedanOVERPAYMENTandobliterated

thepowerofsinwithLife!So,Jesuswassimplya"TrojanHorse."Hewoulddestroythepower

ofhellfrom within.Likeabombhiddenintheransom money—sin,hellandthedevilcouldnot

handlethisRansom!ByreceivingHim,theyself-destructed!Thatwastheplanallalong—Jesus

wouldpaytheRansom buttakeoutthecaptorsintheprocess.Here,weseeGod'snon-violent

naturerevealed:Hedefeatedsin,death&thedevilbysubmittingHimselftoitspower.His

supposed"weakness"isactuallystrength!

Thedevilwasobliviousfrom thestarttofinish.Hedidn'tknowwhatwasgoingon.

1Corinthians2:6-8(NKJV)

6However,wespeakwisdom amongthosewhoaremature,yetnotthewisdom ofthisage,nor

oftherulersofthisage,whoarecomingtonothing.7Butwespeakthewisdom ofGodina

mystery,thehiddenwisdom whichGodordainedbeforetheagesforourglory,8whichnoneof

therulersofthisageknew;forhadtheyknown,theywouldnothavecrucifiedtheLordofglory.

The"rulersofthisage"hererefertothechiefsofthepeoplewhoconspiredtomurderJesus

(thePharisees&theRomanrulers).Theyarehumanbeings.Buttheywerecontrolledby

demonicinfluences

Ephesians2:1-3(NKJV)
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1AndyouHemadealive,whoweredeadintrespassesandsins,2inwhichyouoncewalked

accordingtothecourseofthisworld,accordingtotheprinceofthepoweroftheair,thespirit

whonowworksinthesonsofdisobedience,3amongwhom alsoweallonceconducted

ourselvesinthelustsofourflesh,fulfillingthedesiresofthefleshandofthemind,andwereby

naturechildrenofwrath,justastheothers.

Theywerecontrolledbytheprinceofthepoweroftheair.Sointheiractions,thedevil's

dispositionwouldbeclearlyseen.Theywouldmanifesthisthoughtsintheiractions.Their

unawarenessshowsthatofthedemonicforcesbehindtheiractions.So,thedevildidn'tknow

thatbykillingJesus,hewasactuallyshootinghimselfintheleg!Thewisdom ofGodwas

unknowntotheforcesofdarknesshitherto.

Onthethirdday,Jesusroseagaini.eHeleftthatstateofspiritualdeathintoeverlastingvictory

andlife!ThiswasHisfirst/spiritualResurrection&whatmakesituniquefrom thephysical

resurrectionofthosebeforeandafterHim.NomanhadEVERlefthellwithoutsinbeforeJesus!

ThissingularfactqualifiesHim tobeourSaviourandHighPriest.

HisphysicalresurrectionwasHisspiritgoingbacktoHisbody.

James2:26(NKJV)

26Forasthebodywithoutthespiritisdead,sofaithwithoutworksisdeadalso.

Thiswouldreversetheprocessofphysicaldeathandrestorevitalfunctions.Thishappenedvia

theworkingofmiraclesinthebodyofJesus.

Matthew28:5-7(NKJV)

5Buttheangelansweredandsaidtothewomen,“Donotbeafraid,forIknowthatyouseek

Jesuswhowascrucified.6Heisnothere;forHeisrisen,asHesaid.Come,seetheplace

wheretheLordlay.7AndgoquicklyandtellHisdisciplesthatHeisrisenfrom thedead,and

indeedHeisgoingbeforeyouintoGalilee;thereyouwillseeHim.Behold,Ihavetoldyou.”
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Luke24:36-39(NKJV)

36Nowastheysaidthesethings,JesusHimselfstoodinthemidstofthem,andsaidtothem,

“Peacetoyou.”37Buttheywereterrifiedandfrightened,andsupposedtheyhadseenaspirit.

38AndHesaidtothem,“Whyareyoutroubled?Andwhydodoubtsariseinyourhearts?39

BeholdMyhandsandMyfeet,thatitisIMyself.HandleMeandsee,foraspiritdoesnothave

fleshandbonesasyouseeIhave.”

ThisisnodoubtthatthiswasadisplayofGod'spowerbutthisisnottheResurrectionthat

savedus.(SeveralfolkswereraisedinlikemannerbeforeandafterJesus,forexampleLazarus

&Dorcas).ItwasHim leavinghellvictoriousthatdid!

Sin,hellandthedevilweredefeated,onceforall,byaMan,theMan,ChristJesus!Godgavethe

ransom knowingthatHecouldnotremaindeadforlong.AllHeneededwasaccesstohellto

defeatitfrom theinside!Now,notonlywassin,hellandthedevildefeatedonceforallbutalso,

GodcouldnowLEGALLYfreemankindfrom theirbondagebecausetheyacceptedaransom

already!That'sthewisdom ofGodinRedemption.

Hebrews2:14-15(NKJV)

14Inasmuchthenasthechildrenhavepartakenoffleshandblood,HeHimselflikewiseshared

inthesame,thatthroughdeathHemightdestroyhim whohadthepowerofdeath,thatis,the

devil,15andreleasethosewhothroughfearofdeathwerealltheirlifetimesubjecttobondage.

Theword"destroy"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekword"katargeo."Itmeans"to

renderuseless,ofnoeffect."Referringtothedevil'spowertokeepmeninbondagetosinand

death.

JesushasovercomeandisnowLord

Revelation1:18(NKJV)

18Iam Hewholives,andwasdead,andbehold,Iam aliveforevermore.Amen.AndIhavethe

keysofHadesandofDeath.
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"Keys"hereis"kleis"intheGreek.Itisusedfigurativelyhereinreferencetoaccess(authority).

SoJesusnowhasauthority,eveninhell.Hehasovercome!

Matthew28:18(NKJV)

18AndJesuscameandspoketothem,saying,“AllauthorityhasbeengiventoMeinheaven

andonearth.

Philippians2:9-11(NKJV)

9ThereforeGodalsohashighlyexaltedHim andgivenHim thenamewhichisaboveevery

name,10thatatthenameofJesuseverykneeshouldbow,ofthoseinheaven,andofthoseon

earth,andofthoseundertheearth,11andthateverytongueshouldconfessthatJesusChrist

isLord,tothegloryofGodtheFather.

HisauthorityinHiswork.Asmanyasbelievearefreedfrom theirsins.

John20:23(NKJV)

23Ifyouforgivethesinsofany,theyareforgiventhem;ifyouretainthesinsofany,theyare

retained.”

ThiswouldhappenviapreachingandteachingtheGospel.Theauthoritytoforgivesinsisinthe

messageofChrist.AsmanyasbelievereceivethevictoryoftheSaviourastheirown,byvirtue

oftheiridentificationwithHim.Theyaresetfreefrom thebondagetodeath.

Romans8:37(NKJV)

37YetinallthesethingswearemorethanconquerorsthroughHim wholovedus.

"Morethanconquerors"meanswedidnotfightthebattle,webaskinthevictoryoftheSaviour!
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Ephesians2:4-6(NKJV)

4ButGod,whoisrichinmercy,becauseofHisgreatlovewithwhichHelovedus,5evenwhen

weweredeadintrespasses,madeusalivetogetherwithChrist(bygraceyouhavebeensaved),

6andraisedusuptogether,andmadeussittogetherintheheavenlyplacesinChristJesus,

What"heavenlyplaces"?

Thepretexttellsus

Ephesians1:20-23(NKJV)

20whichHeworkedinChristwhenHeraisedHim from thedeadandseatedHim atHisright

handintheheavenlyplaces,21faraboveallprincipalityandpowerandmightanddominion,

andeverynamethatisnamed,notonlyinthisagebutalsointhatwhichistocome.22AndHe

putallthingsunderHisfeet,andgaveHim tobeheadoverallthingstothechurch,23whichis

Hisbody,thefullnessofHim whofillsallinall.

TherighthandofGod.Thisisnotliteral(i.erighthand,lefthand).Thisisfigurativeverbiage

whichconveystheideaofallauthority.So,ChristhasALLauthoritytodayandbyour

identificationwithHim byfaith,wehavesame!

Deliverancefrom sinisnowOURSinChristJesus

Colossians1:13-14(NKJV)

13Hehasdeliveredusfrom thepowerofdarknessandconveyedusintothekingdom ofthe

SonofHislove,14inwhom wehaveredemptionthroughHisblood,theforgivenessofsins.

Theword"delivered"asusedinverse13istranslatedfrom theGreekword"rhuomai."Itis

derivedfrom theGreekword"eryō"(whichmeans"todrawtooneself")."Rhuomai"meansto

removesomeoneinthemidstofdangeroroppressionandtotheRescueri.e"tosnatchfor

oneself."Itactuallyinvolvesamovementfrom thelocationofdangertowheretheRescueris.

ThedeliveranceisTOthedeliverer.ByHisransom andvictory,ChristJesushasdeliveredus
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from thepower(exousiaintheGreek—authority)ofdarknessandhastransferredustowhere

Heis.HisvictoryisnowoursINHIM!

1John3:8(NKJV)

8Hewhosinsisofthedevil,forthedevilhassinnedfrom thebeginning.Forthispurposethe

SonofGodwasmanifested,thatHemightdestroytheworksofthedevil.

Theword"of"asusedhereistranslatedfrom theGreekword"ek."Itmeans"tobeboundto

one."Theonewhosinsisboundtothedevil.

John8:34(NKJV)

34Jesusansweredthem,“Mostassuredly,Isaytoyou,whoevercommitssinisaslaveofsin.

Romans6:20(NKJV)

20Forwhenyouwereslavesofsin,youwerefreeinregardtorighteousness.

"Hemightdestroy"(in1John3:8)is"luó"intheGreek.Itmeans"torelease,undo."

So,theworkofChristwouldbetoreleasetheonesboundtothedevil.

Hebrews2:14-15(NKJV)

14Inasmuchthenasthechildrenhavepartakenoffleshandblood,HeHimselflikewiseshared

inthesame,thatthroughdeathHemightdestroyhim whohadthepowerofdeath,thatis,the

devil,15andreleasethosewhothroughfearofdeathwerealltheirlifetimesubjecttobondage.

Thisfreedom isoursviatheransom Hepaid
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Matthew20:28(NKJV)

28justastheSonofMandidnotcometobeserved,buttoserve,andtogiveHislifearansom

formany.”

1Timothy2:5-6(NKJV)

ForthereisoneGodandoneMediatorbetweenGodandmen,theManChristJesus,6who

gaveHimselfaransom forall,tobetestifiedinduetime,

Theransom isHIMSELF.Thatis,Hislifeinexchangeforhumanity's.SointheChristmasstory,

weseeGod'sgreatlovetowardsusinthatHecametoransom usfrom sinanddeathbut

furthermore,weseeourworthforHeHimselfistheransom (payment)thatsetusfree!Our

worthistheVERYlifeofGod.ThisisthecauseofourrejoicingintheChristianfaith.TheFather

promisedandhasfulfilled.InChrist,wehavereceivedALLthepromisesofGodasaneternal

reality!
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"Dazzle"isapropertyoflight;verybright,mesmerizing&overwhelminglight;thesortthattakes

yourattentionoffeverythingelsearoundyou&hasyougazingwithawe.Forus,ChristJesusis

thatLight(John8:12,Rev.21:23)&it'sallaboutHim!Inaworldfullofsomuchdarkness,we

livetorevealtheknowledgeofChristtoallmen&lightthem upwithHisrevelation.Wedosovia

gettingthem saved,filledwiththeHolyGhost,meetingtheirneedsviathepowerofGod&

gettingthem togrowintheGospelofHisGrace.

ThisistheDazzlevision.ThisiswhatGodcalledustodo&weareconvincedaboutsame.We

arerelentlessinthepursuitofthis—thatalltheEarthbefilledwiththeknowledgeoftheglory

oftheLORD,asthewaterscoverthesea!(Habakkuk2:14)

Contactus:

Facebook:JoshBanks

Dazzle'sSoteria

Instagram:@joshbanksofficial


